[Proliferative activity of human aortic cells normal and in atherosclerosis].
By the method of enzymatic tissue dispersing cells were taken from the intima of the normal sites of human aorta and from the sites with atherosclerotic injuries (lipid stripes and lipofibrous plaques). Under the standard conditions of primary culture, proliferative activity of these cells was compared, which was judged by the thymidine index (percentage of cells labelled by 3H-thymidine) in the culture on the 7th and 14th day. The proliferative activity of cells from the lipid stripes is higher than of cells from the normal intima. It might be suggested that lipid stripes contain cells with an increased proliferative activity.